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who said, “What can I do to make my com-
munity a better place?” So she works at the
Children’s Hospital here. She cares about
children. She’s lending her love to help heal
the broken heart of the sick. I call to you
here in Miami, as I do around America, and
say, “If you want to serve your Nation, feed
the hungry, mentor children, provide shelter
for the homeless, reach out to the lonely, and
together, we can change America one heart,
one conscience, one soul at a time.” No, the
strength of this country is the great people
of America, and it is my high honor to be
the President of such a fantastic country.

Thanks for coming. May God bless. Thank
you all very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:31 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Al Hoffman, finance
chairman, Republican National Committee; Al
Cardenas, former chair, Republican Party of Flor-
ida; Representatives Lincoln Diaz-Balart and
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida; former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraqg; and President Fidel Cas-
tro of Cuba. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7775—Jewish Heritage
Week, 2004
April 23, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Jewish Heritage Week commemorates the

rich history of the Jewish people and the
many contributions Jewish Americans have
made to our Nation. This year marks the
350th anniversary of the first permanent Jew-
ish settlement in North America, in what is
known today as New York. We honor the
courage and perseverance of these Jewish
immigrants and their descendants, and we
celebrate their steadfast dedication to the
ideals that make America strong.

Through their stories of tragedy and sur-
vival, the Jewish people demonstrate their
unyielding faith and share with us the impor-
tant truth that even in the face of terrible
tragedy, hope endures. Many Jews came to
America in search of a land of freedom and
opportunity, and we must work to preserve
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their stories for future generations. The les-
sons of these stories are timeless and help
guide us through the challenges ahead.

Over the past three and a half centuries,
Jewish Americans have helped shape the his-
tory and culture of our Nation. As scientists,
physicians, social workers, educators, artists,
businessmen, and in many other professions,
Jewish citizens have contributed to the
strength of our country. Their commitment
to religious freedom, respect for diversity,
and belief in democracy have enriched our
society and helped make America a better
place for all. During this historic time, we
are particularly grateful for the many Jewish
Americans who serve in our military. Their
efforts help advance the cause of freedom
and provide hope for people around the
world.

As we observe Jewish Heritage Week, we
remember the proud legacy and determina-
tion of the Jewish people and their strong
dedication to faith, family, and service.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 25 through
May 2, 2004, as Jewish Heritage Week. I call
upon all Americans to observe this week with
appropriate programs and activities that
highlight and honor the contributions Jewish
Americans have made to our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand four, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:27 a.m., April 26, 2004]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 24, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 27.

The President’s Radio Address
April 24, 2004
Good morning. This week I celebrated

Earth Day by traveling to Maine and Florida
to visit some of this Nation’s vital wetlands.
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From the Gulf of Maine to the Gulf of Mex-
ico, Americans are blessed to live amid many
incredible wonders of nature.

We no longer take those wonders for
granted. We understand our responsibilities
to the natural world to conserve and make
better what we have been given. Wetlands
are among our most important natural re-
sources. They provide a habitat for wildlife,
trap pollution, reduce the impact of floods,
and provide recreational opportunities.

For many years, our Nation has sought to
slow the loss of our wetlands. We’ve made
tremendous progress. And on Earth Day, I
was proud to announce a new goal: Instead
of just limiting our losses, we will expand the
wetlands of America.

To accomplish this objective, my adminis-
tration will work to restore, improve, and
protect at least 3 million acres of wetlands
over the next 5 years. This new wetlands pol-
icy reflects an enduring national commit-
ment, carried forward by both parties, to pro-
tecting the environment.

We're taking action to ensure cleaner air.
Since Congress passed the Clean Air Act of
1970, major air pollutants have been reduced
by nearly 50 percent. My administration is
building on that progress by implementing
smarter ways to raise standards and improve
air quality.

The clean air interstate rule, based on the
Clear Skies legislation I sent to Congress last
year, will reduce the major causes of ozone
and fine particles by 70 percent. This rule
employs a market-based approach called
“cap and trade” to reduce air pollution that
crosses State borders.

We're also completing an important new
rule to remove sulfur from diesel fuels. Just
as regulations to remove lead from gasoline
have helped cut pollution in the 1970s, our
new diesel rule will reduce harmful emis-
sions from generators, tractors, and other
diesel vehicles.

Finally, we are regulating mercury emis-
sions from powerplants for the first time
ever. Under our new proposal, mercury
emissions will be cut by approximately 70
percent.

All these rules are based on sound science
and good economics, and they will help every
American breathe cleaner air.
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We also have a responsibility to be good
stewards of the land. Two years ago, I signed
legislation to clean up more of the aban-
doned and polluted industrial sites known as
brownfields. Between 2001 and 2003, we re-
stored over 1,000 brownfields to usable con-
dition, more than were restored in the pre-
vious 7 years. Our efforts have opened usable
land for small businesses and residents in
hundreds of communities across the country
and created more than 25,000 jobs in cleanup
and redevelopment.

Another critical environmental priority is
the health of our Nation’s forests. In recent
years, millions of acres of forests, rangeland,
and communities have been destroyed by
wildfires. So last December, I signed the
Healthy Forest Restoration Act to reduce the
risk of fire, save lives and property, and im-
prove the health of our forests. The law
opens millions of acres of forest land to vital
thinning projects. And by expediting the en-
vironmental review process and directing
courts to consider long-term threats to forest
health, the law allows us to protect more of
our Nation’s precious forests.

In the past three decades, America has
made great strides in honoring the ideal of
conservation and living by high standards of
stewardship. My administration’s environ-
mental efforts uphold that legacy. In the past
4 years, America’s air, land, and water have
all gotten cleaner. Our new proposals build
on that progress and help us advance toward
our national goal of a cleaner, safer, healthier
environment.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:35 p.m. on
April 22 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 24. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 23 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Message on the Observance of
Armenian Remembrance Day, 2004

April 24, 2004

On this day, we pause in remembrance of
one of the most horrible tragedies of the 20th



